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AGENDA

TODAY’S GOALS

• Introduction
• Broader Policy Milieu 
• 2026 Legislative Session

• Broad Takeaways
• Specific Legislation
• Hints for the future 

• Closing Comments



Disclosures

• My training is in Physics and the Social Sciences… not public policy.

• My remarks today do not represent the opinions or positions of the 
University of Louisiana System or its leadership.

• I think in data… and in stories and story-telling… and in the 
relationship between them. 



Backdrop

• Re-alignment of federal policy and funding priorities around higher 
education

• Sweeping changes to higher-education policy, structure, governance, 
and funding across state legislatures

• “ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL!” 



Backdrop

• 2026 RLS “will be a higher education session…”

• Recent Public Advocacy Successes… 
• Celebrated successes in K12 public education performance

• Coalition supporting Early Childhood Education  

• … and a Fragmented Higher-Education community (at least from an 
advocacy perspective)



RLS 2026 – Broad Takeaways

• Higher Education Session  WORKFORCE SESSION 

• Challenges to governance and structure (e.g., Board of Regents bills)

• Open critique of higher-education funding model (e.g., TOPS bills, 
Study Committee on Formula)

• Highlighted (at least for me) the need for clarity and alignment around 
DATA and MESSAGING with respect to higher-education performance 



Bills of Note - Funding

Directs LED, LaWorks, Regents, 
and LAFIRST to jointly conduct 
a comprehensive study, in 
coordination with LAFIRST’s 
administrator, the Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco Public Policy 
Center, to evaluate the state’s 
return on investment in TOPS.

HR17



Bills of Note - Funding

Creates the Legislative Higher 
Education Funding and Formula Task 
Force to study and evaluate the 
funding structure of Louisiana's 
public postsecondary education 
enterprise and the allocation of 
funding to higher education’s 2-year 
and 4-year institutions through the 
outcomes-based funding formula.

SR172



Bills of Note - Funding

Requests BOR to conduct a 
comprehensive study of the 
financial implications of NIL 
and revenue-sharing activities 
on athletic programs and the 
long-term sustainability of 
collegiate sports funding.

HR168



Bills of Note - Funding

Beginning January 1, 2027, each 
public postsecondary education 
institution, rather than its 
management board, may establish 
and adjust tuition and mandatory fee 
amounts, increasing them by no 
more than ten percent in any one-
year period, while retaining 
unlimited authority to lower tuition 
and fees.

HR1084



Bills of Note – Governance & Accreditation

Transfers higher education 
duties from the Board of 
Regents to system 
management boards and 
Louisiana Works, decentralizing 
authority over programs, 
funding, and operations.

SB484



Bills of Note – Governance & Accreditation

Authorizes the Board of Regents 
to coordinate and expand 
accreditor options for public 
postsecondary institutions, 
ensure transparency, and 
establish clear processes for 
selecting and changing 
institutional and specialized 
accreditors.

SB304



Bills of Note – Data & Compliance

Seeks to strengthen research 
security and oversight in Louisiana’s 
colleges and universities by limiting 
and closely monitoring relationships 
with foreign adversaries. It creates a 
new state-level review process for 
certain gifts, contracts, research 
partnerships, software, and travel 
involving higher education 
institutions. (Effective 1/1/2027)

SB399



Bills of Note – Data & Compliance

Provides for the Restoring 
Biological Truth Act

Defines "sex" and changes 
all references from 
"gender" to "sex”

HB578



Bills of Note – Data & Compliance

Requires comprehensive annual 
campus-wide hazing prevention 
education and enhances 
accountability through improved 
reporting, fair adjudication, 
consistent consequences, and 
statewide oversight, and provides for 
related sanctions for institutions and 
organizations for hazing incidents.

HB636



Bills of Note – Data & Compliance

Creates the Louisiana Statewide Data 
Exchange Compact — a legal and 
technical framework to allow secure 
data sharing among state agencies 
and public institutions. It provides an 
optional standardized, secure way 
for Louisiana state government 
agencies to enter into data-sharing 
agreements with one another, with 
privacy protections built-in

SB233



Bills of Note – Data & Compliance

Requires the Board of Regents, in 
collaboration with Louisiana Works, 
to develop procedures to collect and 
analyze data on work-based learning 
experiences, including internships, 
cooperative education, 
apprenticeships, and similar 
programs, and to capture and 
evaluate how academic credit may 
be awarded for such experiences.

SB305



Hints at the future

• TOPS study resolution and Funding formula study committee will 
define next year’s fiscal session in terms of higher education 

• Outcome measures beyond “completers” are going to be scrutinized 
by policy makers 

• College athletics may emerge as a flashpoint next session 



Hints at the future

IR IS THE WAY 
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